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         learning for all

Students in District 146 receive a full inter-
disciplinary art program from fi rst through 

eighth grade and have many opportunities 
to have their work displayed throughout the 
community. 

Dan McLaughlin and Jennifer Marx teach 
an extensive art curriculum at each of the el-
ementary schools in the district. Students are 
able to learn a wide variety of skills and tech-
niques while expanding their creative thinking 
abilities. Art projects at the elementary level 
include learning about the elements of art, 
color theory, perspective drawing, and many 
lessons that help students understand the con-
cept of depth and space. Each project includes 
an art history lesson, and students’ ideas for 
their artworks are inspired by famous artists 
who started each movement in art.

At the middle school level, students apply what 
they’ve learned and advance their knowledge 
and skills through critical thinking and prob-
lem solving. Cindy DePinto-Dawud, Central 
Middle School’s Art Teacher, off ers four main 
units in the art curriculum. Each unit takes 
students from concept through completion 
for every project. Students build their concept 
in a variety of ways, by reading and writing 
about art, sketching, and analyzing artwork. 
Students use problem solving skills to com-
municate their ideas in a visual sense, and 
then critique their artwork through refl ection. 
Th e units off ered at the middle school level 
include drawing, painting, ceramics, and com-
puter art.

Each of the art teachers in District 146 off er 
Art Clubs which run aft er school. Art Club 
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GIVING THANKS 

ON VETERANS DAY

In honor of Veteran’s Day, Memo-
rial School sponsored a special cel-

ebration to help teach students about 
the importance of the day as well as 
pay tribute and give thanks to those 
who have served.   Almost 50 family 
members of Memorial students and 
staff  who are vets att ended a special 
celebration and continental breakfast.   
Th e veterans who att ended repre-
sented all four branches of the armed 
services -- Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines.  

As part of the celebration, each grade 

level thanked the Vets in 
their own way, by reading 
poems and singing songs.  
Led by PE teacher Fran 
Beck, the students in 
grades 3, 4, and 5 paid spe-
cial tribute to the diff erent 
branches of the armed 
forces by singing each 
branch’s anthem, end-
ing with the well known 

Marine Hymn, From the 
Halls of Montezuma. 

Members of the Student Council vol-
unteered to help out on this 
special day as well.  Dressed 
in their “Sunday best”, they 
opened the doors to greet the 
guests, welcomed them to 
the gym, helped pour bever-
ages, and decorated the gym.  

To further mark the occasion, 
the Memorial Student Coun-
cil sponsored      “Operation 

At the middle school level, stu-
dents have their artworks se-
lected every fall for display at 
the Oak Forest High School for 
their annual Oak Forest Com-
munity Arts Fair. Th ey also 
have their artworks selected for 
the annual S.W.I.C. show which 
takes place in the spring. Th is 
year, the District 146 website 
will include an online art gallery 
for student work.

Th e art program at District 146 continues to grow and of-
fer students opportunities to show off  their artistic abili-
ties and talents. A special thanks goes out to the Board of 
Education and the parents of the district for their won-
derful support of this program. We couldn’t have done it 
without you.

students get a chance to use what 
they’ve learned in the classroom 
and apply it to more extensive art 
projects. Many of these projects 
are group-based and give the stu-
dents the opportunity to collabo-
rate with their peers and combine 
their ideas.

Students also have many oppor-
tunities to have their artworks dis-
played in the community.  Each 
year, in the spring, District 146 art teachers host the annual 
Creative Expressions Artist Showcase. Th is is a contest 
in which students can submit their own original artwork. 
Select artworks have been displayed at the Vogt Art Cen-
ter in Tinley Park, as well as at the Tinley Park Public 
Library for a month. Classroom artworks that show an ex-
tensive skill level get displayed at the District 146 Admin-
istration Center, and are changed out each quarter. 

Care Package”.   Th ey collected dona-
tions of canned and/or individually 
packaged foods, batt eries, ziploc bags, 
puzzles, games and anything else that 
our troops might be happy to receive.   
Students also wrote lett ers to the ser-
vicemen in Afghanistan to thank them 
for their service and commitment to 
our country.   

Central, Kruse, Fierke and Fulton 
celebrated and gave thanks to our men 
in uniform with special ceremonies at 
each building.  



Th e Tinley Park Fire Department & Fire Prevention Bureau annually honors 
students and faculty from area schools for their participation in an annual poster 
contest, held every October during Fire Prevention month. Th is year’s theme was 
“Protect Your Family from Fire”. 

District 146 students submit entries every year, and every year the District is proud 
to recognize student winners.  Th is year is no exception.  Maggie McCullough, a 5th 
grader at Fulton School won overall for 5th grade entries.  Th en at the awards din-
ner, she was also designated as the Grand Winner!  Maggie’s poster will be framed 
and displayed throughout the Village over the next year.  In addition, Maggie was 
recognized by the Fire Department with a ride to school in a fi re truck.  

a superintendent labor of love

Dr. Jeff  Stawick, the new Superintendent for District 
146, has been very busy over the past 5 months get-

ting to know the District, it’s students and parents, fellow 
administrators and staff .  He has become a welcome sight at 
the schools, with his easy smile, hearty laugh, and comfort-
able demeanor.  So when the fi rst grade students at Kruse 

FULTON 5TH GRADER NAMED GRAND WINNER

invited him to visit and read a story to them, they knew that 
the chances he could fi t it into his schedule were slim.  

But as we are all fi nding out,  Dr. Stawick is anything but 
ordinary.  Bringing Moosetach, a book he enjoys read-
ing to his own children, he pulled up a rocking chair, 
made himself comfortable and surrounded by fi rst 
grade students, started to read.  Th e students enjoyed 
listening to him,  and then asked him many questions.  
Th ey also enthusiastically invited him to return and read 
them more of his favorite books.  

For his part, it was a labor of love -- a pleasant break from 
the daily responsibilities associated with managing a 
school district, and a way for him to connect with some of 
our youngest students.  All that -- and he’s good at it!

IT’S A FACT:
WALKING CAN BE FUN!

November 5, 2011 was, in the famous words of Mr. 
Rogers,  a beautiful day in the neighborhood.  And 

with the beautiful weather came staff , students, brothers, 
sisters, aunts, uncles, grandmas, grandpas, moms and dads 
-- numbering well over 300 --  who joined us for the 2nd 
Annual District 146 Gets Fit Fun Walk.  Th e Walk is an 
event that began last year as a way for students, families and 
staff  to spend some fun, quality time walking at their own 
pace, while gett ing fi t together.  

Student members of the District Wellness Committ ee 
kicked off  this year’s event by leading the parade of walkers 
around the gym and out to the fi eld behind Central.  Most 
participants, even those who ended up carrying the young-
est walkers and those pushing strollers, walked around the 
fi eld at least three times.  Laughter and camaraderie was 

present in abundance.  It was a near perfect aft ernoon.

Th anks to donations by Advocate Health Care, Bett en-
hausen Automotive, Eurofresh Market, Orland Bowl, 
and Walts Food Centers, bott led water and healthy snacks 
were available to everyone who joined in the fun.  Soccer 
balls and frisbees were also provided for more vigorous 
outdoor fun, and children were given their own “District 
146 Gets Fit” frisbee to keep as a memento.  
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District Calendar 
Highlights

December
12/8   CMS Symphonic and
          Concert Band Concert
12/14  Central Chorus Concert
12/14  8th Grade Parent Meeting or
12/20  8th Grade Parent Meeting
12/21  Kruse Spelling Bee
12/22  Fulton Winter Sing-a long
12/23  SIP Day - No school for  
           students
12/26 to 1/6 Winter Break

January
1/9/12  Classes resume
1/9/ to 1/27 MAP Testing
1/16  Martin Luther King - No school 
1/18  End of grading period 
       

February
2/20  Lincoln’s Birthday Observed-                  
         No school
2/21  Parent Teacher Conference - No
         school for students
2/22  SIP Day - No school for students
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FLU FACTS: An Ounce of Prevention
With the onset of cold and flu season, it’s time 
once again to think about sneezes and sniffles, and 
when it’s something more serious like the flu.

What are symptoms of the fl u?  Flu is a serious 
contagious disease. Flu-like symptoms include 
fever (usually high), chills, headache, extreme 
tiredness, dry cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy 
nose, muscle aches, and may also include vomit-
ing and/or diarrhea.

Who are at higher risk for complications? Any-
one can get the flu.  However children under the 
age of 5, pregnant women, people with chronic 
medical conditions, and people 65 years and older 
are more likely to get complications from the flu.

When should I keep my child home from school?   
These are some general guidelines to help you de-
cide whether you should keep your child home 
from school:

Fever above 100F.  A student needs to be • 
fever-free for 24 hours without taking a fever 

reducing medicine to return to school.
Nagging cough that disrupts the class and • 
your student.
Vomiting.  Please keep at home until the • 
student has not vomited for 24 hours.
Any contagious illness such as strep • 
throat.

What are some steps to prevent the spread of 
colds and fl u?   

Cover your mouth with a tissue when • 
you cough or sneeze.  If you don’t have 
a tissue, cough or sneeze into your elbow 
or shoulder, not into your hands.  Avoid 
touching your eyes. 
nose or mouth. 
Practice good hy-• 
giene by washing 
your hands often 
with soap and warm 
water. Alcohol based 
hand cleaners are 
also effective.


